
June 19, 2018 - Evening Fire Update 
416 Fire Wildfire 
News – 3 days ago 

June 19, 2018 (8 p.m.) 

Special notes: Today, residents of the Falls Creek Ranch and High Meadows 
subdivisions returned to their homes. These areas remain under pre-evacuation status. 
All residents evacuated due to the 416 Fire have now been able to return to their homes 
and businesses. 

Weather: Wednesday will be clear, dry, and warm, with highs 78-81, and lows 44-47. 
Minimum relative humidity will be 13-16%. Winds will be from the northwest at 8-12 mph 
with gusts near 25 mph. The Haines Index will remain at 6. Isolated afternoon and 
evening thunderstorms may arrive between Thursday and Saturday. Temperatures will 
continue to warm into the mid-70s to mid-80s. The combination of rising temperatures, 
decreasing relative humidity, and increasing winds has the potential to create a Red 
Flag Warning later this week. 

Current Situation: Fire activity today was minimal to none. Fuels are drying out quickly; 
this will create fire spread as the week progresses. Fuel type, exposure, and aspect will 
play a role in how quickly fuels dry out. Residents should be aware that smoke will be 
visible as fuels smolder in already burned areas, and some fuels could kindle with 
visible flame. It will take significant amounts of rain over time to completely cool the 416 
Fire. 

Branch I (Divisions H, D, A, E, F, and G): 

Seven hotshot crews worked on the Falls Creek Ridge today constructing direct and 
indirect line. The direct line on the south perimeter is now complete, and crews continue 
to improve the indirect line that ties from the Junction Creek Road southeast into the 
direct line. Once all fireline is complete, burnout operations will not happen immediately. 
Crews will hold and patrol until the period of potential red flag weather passes before 
conducting burnout operations in Division D. Tonight, four hotshot crews will once again 
spike out in the forest and continue their work tomorrow. 

The alternative fireline in Division F is now complete, and alternative fireline in Division 
E will likely be complete within the coming day or two. 

d businesses on the both the east and west sides of U.S. Highway 550 from mile 
marker 46.5 at Needles north to the San Juan County line can return to their homes and 
businesses. 

Branch III (Divisions X, Y and Z): Today, crews cleaned up previously cut logs in 
Division X and assessed for rehabilitation needs. All contingency lines in Division X are 
now complete. Firefighters in Division Y also performed rehabilitation tasks today. 

Division II: The Burro Fire is producing a separate update. 
See: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5834/ 

Closures and Public Safety: U.S. Highway 550 is open without an escort. For up to 
date information visit www.cotrip.org. For evacuation information, please contact the La 
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Plata County Emergency Operations Center at 970-385-8700 or 
visit www.co.laplata.co.us.La Plata County’s 416 Fire Interactive Map is 
at https://bit.ly/416fire. 

There are still countless recreational opportunities available and southwestern Colorado 
is open for business. Please see these websites for tourism and recreational 
opportunities: 

La Plata County: http://co.laplata.co.us/ 

Official Durango Tourism site: https://www.durango.org/ 

Durango Business Improvement District http://downtowndurango.org/ 

Silverton, CO Chamber of Commerce: http://www.silvertoncolorado.com/ and other 
area chambers of commerce 

Fire Statistics: 

Location: 13 miles north of Durango, CO Start Date: June 1, 2018 

Size: 34,161 acres Percent Contained: 35 

Total Personnel: 678 Cause: Under Investigation 

Resources Include: 7 Type 1 hand crews, 4 Type 2 hand crews, 21 engines, 9 dozers, 
2 water tenders 

Helicopters: Three Type 1 (including the Blackhawk), two Type 2, and two Type 3, (as 
well as two fixed wing aircraft) 
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