
              

416 Fire Update 

 

Fire Statistics:  

Location: 13 miles north of Durango, CO      Start Date: June 1, 2018  

Size:  34,378 acres (100 acres growth)      Percent Contained: 37  

Total Personnel: 475        Cause:  Under Investigation 

Resources Include: 5 Type 1 hand crews, 5 Type 2 hand crews, 16 engines, 5 dozers, 1 water tenders 

Helicopters: One Type 1, one Type 2, and one Type 3, (as well as one fixed wing aircraft) 
 

June 24, 2018 (8 p.m.)  
 

Weather: Monday will be hot, dry, and mostly sunny. Temperature highs will be 78-83 and humidity lows will be 15-
18%. Winds will come from the west-northwest at 10-15 mph with gusts up to 25 mph. The Haines Index remains at 6. 
The rest of the week will stay warm and dry with elevated burning conditions. By Wednesday, temperatures may be as 
high as 89 degrees with humidity levels as low as 10%.  
 

Current Situation: The environment continues to be primed for problematic fire behavior. Weather is trending toward 
warmer and drier, causing fuels to be more susceptible to ignition. The San Juan area remains in conditions of significant 
drought; monsoons are not expected until at least mid-July. 
 

As predicted, fire was active on the west side today. Fire behavior increased just south of Clear Creek. Activity also 

intensified on the northwest corner of the fire near North Hope Creek and Deer Creek. Fire spread west along the ridge on 

south facing aspects in these areas. Two separate smoke columns were visible, one from Clear Creek and one from Hope 

and Deer Creek areas. Westerly winds sent a significant amount of smoke down the Hermosa drainage into the areas of 

Hermosa and Honeyville. Fire behavior is expected to increase in these locations; these two areas will continue to produce 

smoke tomorrow. Crews will monitor fire behavior from the air on the west perimeter. 
 

This morning, helicopters flew for approximately two hours, putting water and gel (water enhancer) onto the southwest 

perimeter near where the direct and indirect lines meet. This successfully decreased heat and calmed the fire behavior in 

this location. 
 

Fire behavior remained quiet on the north perimeter today. Crews will continue to monitor this ridge and use water drops 

as needed if the fire begins moving northward.  
 

Interior smoke will remain visible from US 550, however, interior fire activity is generally not a threat. While firefighters 

will check on concerning hotspots or new areas of spread, many other benign smoldering areas will be allowed to safely 

burn themselves out in order to reduce risk of harm to firefighters. As a reminder, fire that is visible at night appears 

closer and more ominous than it actually is.       
 

Crews are carrying out chipping and rehabilitation operations in many areas, and will continue seeking out locations in 

need of this work. 
 

On Monday, a Burned Area Emergency Response team (BAER) assigned to the 416 Fire will hold its initial meeting to 

prepare for action. Assessments and subsequent implementations will be coordinated with the state, county and city. 
 

Closures and Public Safety: For up to date information visit www.cotrip.org. La Plata County’s 416 Fire Interactive Map is at 

https://bit.ly/416fire.  
 

There are still countless recreational opportunities available and southwestern Colorado is open for business. Please see these 

websites for tourism and recreational opportunities:  La Plata County: http://co.laplata.co.us/  Official Durango Tourism site: 

https://www.durango.org/  Durango Business Improvement District http://downtowndurango.org/  Silverton, CO Chamber of 

Commerce: http://www.silvertoncolorado.com/ and other area chambers of commerce. 
 

National Incident Management Organization - Joe Reinarz, Incident Commander  

Information Center: 970-403-5326  

Hours of operation: 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Website for 416 Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5822 

Email: 2018_cosjf_416@firenet.gov 
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