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416 Fire Morning Update 

Tuesday, July 03, 2018  
Joe Reinarz, Incident Commander 

Location: 13 Miles N. of Durango, CO 
Size: 52,778 acres (growth of 1,710 acres) 

Percent Contained: 37% 

Start Date: June, 1, 2018. 

Cause: Under Investigation 
Cost to Date: $27,800,000 

Total Personnel: 420 

 

Working in collaboration with the National Incident Management Organization, La Plata 
county has rescinded all residences in pre evacuation status as of Monday, July 2. 
Affected subdivisions along Highway 550 include Cascade subdivision to the north 
along Highway 550 and as far as Turtle Lake subdivision to the south. In addition, no 
subdivisions along the highway corridor are under pre evacuation status. 
 
The successful burn out to reinforce firelines and the onset of cooler weather and higher 
humidity, has allowed firefighters to begin removing hoses, pumps and portable tanks 
from the southern perimeter. Firefighters are actively improving firelines near Purgatory 
Ski Resort, to be used if the fire approaches the resort. Any challenge to these lines is 
not expected to occur in the next few days, and may never occur if forecasted rains 
arrive by the end of the week. 
 
Yesterday, fire behavior and spread were moderate. In the late afternoon, there was fire 
spread in the South Fork of Hermosa Creek, burning in the wilderness toward the west, 
adding an estimated 1710 acres to the fire. This fire behavior is expected to continue 
today. Humidity is predicted to increase throughout the week resulting in cooler 
temperatures and decreased fire behavior, which also means less smoke. Isolated 
thunderstorms with dry lightning are predicted for today but expected to remain north 
and east of the fire. Winds from developing thunderstorms can pose an additional 
challenge to firefighters, with erratic, outflow winds and gusts up to 50 mph possible. 
 
In the days ahead, smoke is expected to continue impacting surrounding communities 
although the cooler weather should reduce fire activity and smoke emissions. Cooler 
evening air will allow smoke to settle in the valleys overnight, and smoke should clear 
by mid-day. 
A closure on La Plata County Road 124 from the junction of County Road 124A has 
been implemented, restricting access to Kennebec Pass Trailhead located in the fire 

http://bit.ly/07_03DailyUpdate


area closure area. Accessing trails and roads that connect to the closure order area are 
being patrolled by law enforcement agencies. As Purgatory Ski Resort has opened, 
residents and visitors are encouraged to check local conditions when planning 
recreation activities around the fire area. An area closure order and fire ban remain in 
effect to ensure both public and firefighter safety. 
Several helicopters have been released from the 416 fire and re-mobilized to other 
higher priority fires in the region where life and property are more directly threatened.  
 
Closures and Public Safety: La Plata County’s 416 Fire Interactive Map is 
at https://bit.ly/416fire. 
For up to date information visit www.cotrip.org. 
Information Center: 970-403-5326 from 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m daily. 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/416Fire/ 
Website for 416 Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5822 
Email: 2018_cosjf_416@firenet.gov 
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